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not only be a happy man, but an eminent man in your new sphere | feel assured. Still you must
keep your eye on Ireland. To serve her is your true mission”.

In the era of reaction which succeeded the year of revolutions, however, Dillon went through
a period of disillusionment with the Catholic Church and Irish nationalism. He urged Duffy to
campaign for a federal republic of Britain and Treland. He observed that American advocates of
ultramontane Catholicism were provoking a backlash, which would find expression in the
Know-Nothing crusade against Irish immigrants.

Visions of domestic bliss were clouded by Adelaide’s ill-health. His wife joined him in the
U.S., but usually went home for the birth of their children. She never settled down in New York
and eventually persuaded him to accept a British government amnesty. Dillon and Duffy met
in Paris in 1855: Duffy, despairing of Ireland, was emigrating to Australia; Dillon was returning
home. Duffy recorded in his diary that his friend preserved “the sweet serenity that
distinguished him of old”.

They next met a decade later at the hustings in Tipperary. Dillon had been persuaded to re-
enter politics and stand for parliament; Duffy, home on holidays, canvassed for him. They
encountered Fenian hostility; Fr. Kenyon supported Peter Gill, the eccentric editor of the
Tipperary Advocate.”

In Clonmel Dillon was shouted down with cries of “ "48 renegade” and “Go back to Paul
Cullen”. Dillon, who in his youth supported non-denominational education and translated the
liberal Catholic, Felicite Lamennais, had formed an alliance with the conservative archbishop
Cullen of Dublin. The best explanation for this paradox is perhaps that Dillon and Cullen were
both deeply religious men and, essentially, constitutional nationalists. During his solitary life in
the U.S., Dillon had been influenced by the Anglo-American press which viewed the papacy as
opposed to the advance of civilisation; at home, in the changed circumstances of the 1860s, he
gravitated towards a “faith and fatherland” perspective.

Furthermore, he was convinced the Fenian conspiracy would fail. On the other hand, he
belicved Protestant disestablishment and land reform were attainable. “A few small victories of
this kind”, he explained to O’Brien shortly before the latter’s death in 1864, “would inspire the
people with confidence”.

Nevertheless, Dillon’s speech in response to Fenian arrests showed, Mitchel remarked from
Paris, “that the fire of "48 is not yet quite extinguished under the snows that now whiten his
head”. While differing politically, they remained friends. Mitchel wrote after Dillon’s death:
“Of all our confraternity of 48 he was perhaps the most beloved, had most friends and fewest
enemies”. As Duffy observed, Dillon’s “generous nature made him more a philanthropist than
a politician”. His performance during one year in parliament, however, influenced Gladstone’s
reshaping of Irish policy and left its mark on that stateman’s first reforming ministry.

John Blake Dillon contracted cholera at a church meeting near where he lived in Killiney, Co.
Dublin. He died suddenly on 15 September 1866, aged 52, and was buried in Glasnevin
cemetery. The inscription on his monument records that Adelaide, “who in love of country and
deep religious faith was one heart and one soul with him”, died six years later. Their son, John
Dillon, became a lieutenant of Parnell and a leading figure at Westminster for nearly 40 years.

After a successful career in Australia, Sir Charles Gavan Duffy, the third co-founder of the
Nation, retired to France, where he became the historian of Young Ireland. William Carleton
considered there was “not one atom of sectarianism or bigotry about him”, and he had
“probably given a greater impulse to Irish literaturc than any other man in this country”.” His
son, George Gavan Duffy, was Roger Casement’s lawyer and a signatory of the 1921 Treaty and
later a High Court judge.
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